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DETAILED ACTION 

CLAIMS PRESENTED 

Claims 1-33 are presented. 



CLAIM REJECTIONS 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over SMIL 
(Synchronized Multimedia Integration Language (SMIL) 1.0 Specification, W3C 
Recommendation 15-June-1998, available at http://www.w3.org/TR/REC-smil/) and 
IEEE (Echiffre, M.; Marchisio, C, Marchisio, P., Panicciari, P., and Del Rossi, S. 1998. 
MHEG-5 — Aims, Concepts, and Implementation Issues. IEEE MultiMedia 5, 1 (Jan. 
1998), 84-91). 

The subject matter of this patent application is noted at the title of this application 
and pages 1-8. At page 8, Applicant noted the limitations of SMIL 1.0. The problems 

K 

noted at page 8 were already noted and discussed (as noted in the survey paper of 
IEEE, which is relied and cited in the rejections section). Indeed, actual standards have 
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already existed for event handlings. IEEE, among others, noted MHEG-5. This 
standard was already well known to be used with in the context of Web browsers. See 
IEEE, section MHEG-5 runtime engine, the first paragraph, which discusses the 
relationships between Web browsers and MHEG-5. Because SMIL are XML 1 .0 
documents which explicitly work with Web browsers, both of the references and the 
subject matter of this patent application are in the same field of endeavor. 

Regarding claim 1, SMIL teaches "An XML-based ... marker comprising an 
... parameter indicating an .... wherein the marker represents a function to detect the 
indicated .... (section 1. Specification Approach, the first sentence which discusses 
XML and refers to terms defined in XML 1 .0)." 

These passages of SMIL do not teach "event" in the sense of the claim. 

IEEE teaches "event (section MHEG-5 overview, the first paragraph which 
discusses event, action") for the motivation of having easier user control (section 
MHEG-5 overview, the third paragraph which discusses user control and navigation 
features). , 'v . • . , 

Hence, it would have been obvious to those of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the claimed invention to combine teachings of SMIL and IEEE for the motivation 
noted in the previous paragraphs so as to teach the claimed invention. 

Claims 1 , 5, 8, 9, 10, 16, 21 , 24, 29, 30, 32 are independent claims. 

Claims 5, 8, 9, 10, 16, 29, 30, 32 deal with various attribute handlings. See 
IEEE, section Major MHEG-5 classes, the first paragraph, which discusses attributes in 
the context of events, actions, and objects. 
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Claims 21, 24 deal with various interpolate (indication of time and value changes 
overtime). See SMIL, section 4.2 Synchronization Elements, which discusses 
indication of time and value changes over time. In particular, note the par element 
(parallel time handling) and the seq element (sequential time element). 

Claims 2-4, 6-7, 11-15, 17-20, 22-23, 25-28, 31, 33 are dependent claims. 

Claims 2-4 11-12, 15, 17-20, 22-23, 25-28 deal with various event handlings. 
See IEEE, section Major MHEG-5 classes, the first paragraph, which discusses 
attributes in the context of events, actions, and objects. 

As noted in IEEE, MHEG-5 was especially created for such various event 
handlings because such features were particularly in demand at the time of the creation 
of MHEG-5. 

Claims 6-7, 13-14, 31 , 33 deal with various synchronization and time handlings. 
See SMIL, section 4.2 Synchronization Elements, which discusses indication of time 
and value changes over time. In particular, note the par element (parallel time handling) 
and the seq element (sequential time element). 

As noted in SMIL, the SMIL specification (which is referred in the very title of this 
patent application) was specially created for such media handlings which necessarily 
involves such various synchronization and time handlings. 

Conclusion 

The art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The art disclosed general background. 
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Points of Contact 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 

(571) 273-3836 (for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT") 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Jung whose telephone number is (571) 272-3836 
or Kambiz Zand whose telephone number is (272) 272-381 1 . 
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